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AMERICAN  COLONIES, 
BRIEFLY  CONSIDERED. 

THE  right  of  the  legiflature  of  Great-Britain1 
to  impofe  taxes  on  her  American  Colonies, 
and  the  expediency  of  exerting  that  right  in  the 
prefent  conjuncture,  are  proportions  fo  indifpwt- 
ably  clear,  that  I  mould  never  have  thought  it 
necefifary  to  have  undertaken  their  defence,  had 
not  many  arguments  been  lately  flung- out,  both 
in  papers  and  converfation,  which  with  infolence 
equal  to  their  abfurdity  deny  them  both.  As 
thefe  are  ufually  mixt  up  with  feveral  patriotic 
and  favorite  words,  fuch  as  Liberty,  Property, 
Englimmen,  &c.  which  are  apt  to  make  ftrong  im- 
prefiions  on  that  more  numerous  part  of  mankind, 
E  e  3  who 
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who  have  ears  but  no  underftanding,  it  will  not,  I 
think,  be  improper  to  give  them  fome  anfwers : 
to  this  therefore  I  fliall  fingly  confine  myfelf,  and 
do  it  in  as  few  words  as  poflible,  being  fenfible 
that  the  feweft  will  give  lean:  trouble  to  myfelf 
and  probably  moft  information  to  my  reader. 

The  great  capital  argument,  which  I  find  on 
this  fubject,  and  which,  like  an  Elephant  at  the 
head  of  a  Nobob's  army,  being  once  overthrown, 
mufi  put  the  whole  into  confufion,  is  this :  that 
no  Englifhman  is,  or  can  be  taxed,  but  by  his 
own  confent :  by  which  rnuil  be  meant  one  of 
thefe  three  propofitions  either  that  no  Englifh- 
man can  be  taxed  without  his  own  confent  as  an 
individual ;  or  that  no  Englifhman  can  be  taxed 
without  the  confent  of  the  perfons  he  chufes  to 
reprefent  him:  or  that  no  Englifhman  can  be 
taxed  without  the  confent  of  the  majority  of  all 
thole,  who  are  elected  by  himfelf  and  others  of 
his  fellow-fubjects  to  reprefent  them.  Now  let 
us  impartially  confider,  whether  any  one  of  thefe 
propofitions  are  in  fact  true :  if  not,  then  this 
wonderful  ftructure  which  has  been  erected  upon 
them,  fails  at  once  to  the  ground,  and  like  ano- 
ther Babel,  perifhes  by  a  confufion  of  words, 
which  the  builders  themfelves  are  unable  to  un~ 
(lerftand. 

First  then,  that  no  Englifhman  is  or  can  be 
taxed  but  by  his  own  confent  as  an  individual : 

this 
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this  is  fo  far  from  being  true,  that  it  is  the  very 
reverfe  of  truth ;  for  no  man  that  I  know  of  is 
taxed  by  his  own  confent •,  and  an  Englifhman, 
I  believe,  is  as  little  likely  to  be  fo  taxed,  as  any 
man  in  the  world. 

Secondly,  that  no  Englifhman  is,  or  can  be 
taxed,  but  by  the  confent  of  thofe  perfons,  whom 
he  has  chofe  to  reprefent  him ;  for  the  truth  of 
this  I  mall  appeal  only  to  the  candid  reprefenta- 
tives  of  thofe  unfortunate  counties  which  produce 
cyder,  and  fhall  willingly  acquiefce  under  their 
determination. 

Lastly,  that  no  Engliftiman  is,  or  can  be 
taxed,  without  the  confent  of  the  majority  of 
thofe,  who  are  elected  by  himfelf,  and  others  of 
his  fellow-fubjects,  to  reprefent  them.  This  is 
certainly  as  falfe  as  the  other  two ;  for  every 
Englifliman  is  taxed,  and  not  one  in  twenty  re- 
prefented :  copyholders,  leafeholders,  and  all  men 
polfeffed  of  perfonal  property  only,  chufe  no  re- 
prefentatives ;  Manchefter,  Birmingham,  and  many 
more  of  our  richeft  and  mod  flourifhing  trading 
towns  fend  no  members  to  parliament,  confequently 
cannot  confent  by  their  reprefentatives,  becaufe 
they  chufe  none  to  reprefent  them  yet  are  they 
not  Englimmen  ?  or  are  they  not  taxed  ? 

I  am  well  aware,  that  I  mail  hear  Locke,  Sid- 
ney, Selden,  and  many  other  great  names  quoted, 
E  e  4  to 
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to  prove  that  every  Englifhman,  whether  he  has  % 
light  to  vote  for  a  reprefentative,  or  not,  is  ftill 
reprefented  in  the  Britiih  parliament  •,  in  which 
opinion  they  all  agree  :  on  what  principle  of  com- 
mon fenfe  this  opinion  is  founded  I  comprehend 
not,,  but  on  the  authority  of  fuch  refpectable 
names  I  mall  acknowledge  its  truth  but  then  I 
will  afic  one  queftion,  and  on  that  I  will  reft  the 
whole  merits  of  the  caufe  :  Why  does  not  this 
imaginary  reprefentation  extend  to  America,  as 
well  as  over  the  whole  ifland  of  Great-Britain? 
If  it  can  travel  three  hundred  miles,  why  not  three 
thoufand  ?  if  it  can  jump  over  rivers  and  moun- 
tains, why  cannot  it  fail  over  the  ocean  ?  If  the 
towns  of  Manchefter  and  Birmingham  fending  no 
reprefentatives  to  parliament,  are  notwithstanding 
there  reprefented,  why  are  not  the  cities  of  Albany 
and  Bofton  equally  reprefented  in  that  affembly  ? 
Are  they  not  alike  Britifh  fubjedts  ?  are  they  not 
Englifhmen  ?  or  are  they  only  Englifhmen,  when 
they  follicit  for  protection,  but  not  Englifhmen, 
when  taxes  are  required  to  enable  this  country  to 
protect  them  ? 

But  it  is  urged,  that  the  Colonies  are  by  their 
charters  placed  under  diftinct  Governments,  each 
of  which  has  a  legi dative  power  within  itfelf,  by 
which  alone  it  ought  to  be  taxed  \  that  if  this  pri- 
vilege is  once  given  up,  that  liberty  which  every 
Englahman  has  a  right  to,  is  torn  from  them, 
they  are  all  (laves,  and  all  is  loft. 

The 
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The  liberty  of  an  Englifhman,  is  a  phrafe  of 
fo  various  a  fignification,  having  within  thefe  few 
years  been  ufed  as  a  fynonymous  term  for  blaf- 
phemy,  bawdy,  treafon,  libels,  ftrong  beer,  and 
cyder,  that  I  mail  not  here  prefume  to  define  its 
meaning  but  I  mall  venture  to  affert  what  it 
cannot  mean;  that  is,  an  exemption  from  taxes 
impofed  by  the  authority  of  the  Parliament  of 
Great-Britain  ;  nor  is  there  any  charter,  that  ever 
pretended  to  grant  fuch  a  privilege  to  any  colony 
in  America ;  and  had  they  granted  it,  it  could 
have  had  no  force  ->  their  charters  being  derived 
from  the  crown,  and  no  charter  from  the  Crown 
can  poffibly  fuperfede  the  right  of  the  whole  Le- 
giflature  :  their  charters  are  undoubtedly  no  more 
than  thofe  of  all  corporations,  which  empower 
them  to  make  bye  laws,  and  raife  duties  for  the 
purpofes  of  their  own  police,  for  ever  fubjecl  to 
the  fuperior  authority  of  parliament  \  and  in 
fome  of  their  charters,  the  manner  of  exercifing 
thefe  powers  is  fpecified  in  thefe  exprefs  words, 
"  according  to  the  courfe  of  other  corporations 
**  in  Great-Britain  :"  and  therefore  they  can  have 
no  more  pretence  to  plead  an  exemption  from 
this  parliamentary  authority,  than  any  other  cor- 
poration in  England. 

It  has  been  moreover  alledged,  that,  though 
Parliament  may  have  power  to  impofe  taxes  on 
the  Colonies,  they  have  no  right  to  ufe  it, 

becaufe 
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bccaufe  it  would  be  an  unjuft  tax ;  and  no  Su- 
preme or  legiflative  power  can  have  a  right  to 
enact  any  law  in  its  nature  unjuft:  to  this,  I  mall 
only  make  this  fhort  reply,  that  if  Parliament  can 
impofe  no  taxes  but  what  are  equitable,  and  the 
perfons  taxed  are  to  be  the  judges  <af  that  equity, 
they  will  in  effect  have  no  power  to  lay  any  tax 
at  all.  No  tax  can  be  impofed  exactly  equal  on  all ; 
and  if  it  is  not  equal,  it  cannot  be  juft  ;  and  if  it 
is  not  juft,  no  power  whatever  can  impofe  it ;  by 
which  fhort  fyllogifm,  all  taxation  is  at  an  end ; 
but  why  it  fhould  not  be  ufed  by  Englifhmen  on 
this  fide  the  Atlantic,  as  well  as  by  thofe  on  the 
other,  I  do  not  comprehend. 

Thus  much  for  the  right.  Let  us  now  a  little 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  this  meafure ;  to 
which  two  objections  have  been  made  that  the 
time  is  improper,  and  the  manner  wrong. 

As  to  the  firft,  can  any  time  be  more  proper  to, 
require  fome  affiftance  from  our  Colonies,  to  pre- 
ferve  to  themfelves  their  prefent  fafety,  than  when 
this  Country  is  almoft  undone  by  procuring  it  ? 
Can  any  time  be  more  proper  to  impofe  fome  tax 
upon  their  trade,  than  when  they  are  enabled  to 
rival  us  in  our  manufactures,  by  the  encourage- 
ment and  protection  which  we  have  given  them  ? 
Can  any  time  be  more  proper  to  oblige  them  to 
fettle  handfome  incomes  on  their  governors,  than 

when 
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when  we  find  them  unable  to  procure  a  fubfiilence 
on  any  other  terms  than  thofe  of  breaking  all 
their  inftructions,  and  betraying  the  rights  of  their 
fovereign  ?  Can  there  be  a  more  proper  time  to 
compel  them  to  fix  certain  falaries  on  their  judges, 
than  when  we  fee  them  fo  dependent  on  the  hu- 
mours of  their  afiemblies,  that  they  can  obtain  a 
livelihood  no  longer  than  quam  diu  fe  male  gejjerint  ? 
Can  there  be  a  more  proper  time  to  force  them 
to  maintain  an  army  at  their  expence,  than  when 
that  army  is  necefTary  for  their  own  protection, 
and  we  are  utterly  unable  to  fupport  it  ?  Lallly, 
can  there  be  a  more  proper  time  for  this  mother 
country  to  leave  off  feeding  out  of  her  own  vitals, 
thefe  children  whom  fhe  has  nurfed  up,  than  when 
they  are  arrived  at  fuch  ftrength  and  maturity  as 
to  be  well  able  to  provide  for  themfelves,  and 
ought  rather  with  filial  duty  to  give  fome  affiftance 
to  her  diflrefles. 

As  to  the  manner ;  that  is,  the  impofing  taxes 
on  the  Colonies  by  the  authority  of  Parliament, 
it  is  faid  to  be  harm  and  arbitrary  ;  and  that  it 
would  have  been  more  confiftent  with  juftice,  atleaft 
with  maternal  tendernefs,  for  Administration  here 
to  have  fettled  quotas  on  each  of  the  colonies,  and 
have  then  tranfmitted  them  with  injunctions,  that 
the  fums  allotted  mould  be  immediately  raifed  by 
their  refpeclive  legiflatures,  on  the  penalty  of  their 
being  impofed  by  Parliament,  in  cafe  of  their 
2  non- 
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non-compliance  ?  But  was  this  to  be  done,  what 
would  be  the  confequence  ?  Have  their  afTemblies- 
fhewn  fo  much  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
Crown,  that  we  could  reafonably  expect,  that  they 
would  immediately  tax  themfelves  on  the  arbitrary 
command  of  a  minifter  ?  Would  it  be  poffible  here 
to  fettle  thofe  quotas  with  juftice,  or  would  any  one 
of  the  colonies  fubmit  to  them,  were  they  ever  fo 
juft  ?  Should  we  not  be  compared  to  thofe  Roman 
tyrants,  who  ufed  to  fend  orders  to  their  fubjedte  to 
murder  themfelves  within  fo  many  hours,  moft  ob- 
ligingly leaving  the  method  to  their  own  choice, 
but  on  their  difobedience  threatening  a  more  fevere 
fate  from  the  hands  of  an  executioner  ?  And 
mould  we  not  receive  votes,  fpeeches,  refolutions, 
petitions,  and  remonftrances  in  abundance,  inftead 
of  taxes  ?  In  fhort,  we  either  have  a  right  to  tax 
the  Colonies,  or  we  have  not:  if  Parliament  is 
pofTeffed  of  this  right,  why  fhould  it  be  exercifed 
with  more  delicacy  in  America,  than  it  has  ever 
been  even  in  Great-Britain  itfelf  ?  If  on  the  other 
hand,  they  have  no  fuch  right,  fure  it  is  below  the 
dignity  as  well  as  juftice  of  the  Legiflature,  to 
intimidate  the  Colonies  with  vain  threats,  which 
they  have  really  no  right  to  put  in  execution. 

One  method  indeed  has  been  hinted  at,  and 
but  one,  that  might  render  the  exercife  of  this 
power  in  a  Britifh  Parliament  juft  and  legal,  which 
is  the  introduction  of  reprefentatives  from  the 

fever  al 
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feveral  colonies  into  that  body  ;  but  as  this  has 
never  ferioufly  been  propofed,  I  mall  not  here 
confider  the  impracticability  of  this  method,  nor 
the  effects  of  it,  if  it  could  be  pra&ifed ;  but  only 
fay,  that  I  have  lately  feen  fo  many  fpecimens  of 
the  great  powers  of  fpeech,  of  which  thefe  Ame- 
rican gentlemen  are  poffeffed,  that  I  mould  be 
much  afraid,  that  the  fudden  importation  of  fo 
much  eloquence  at  once,  would  greatly  endanger 
the  fafety  and  government  of  this  country  ;  or  in 
terms  more  fafhionable,  though  lefs  underftood, 
this  our  mod  excellent  conftitution.  If  we  can 
avail  ourfelves  of  thefe  taxes  on  no  other  condition, 
I  fhall  never  look  upon  it  as  a  meafure  of  frugality; 
being  perfectly  fatisfied,  that  in  the  end,  it  will 
be  much  cheaper  for  us  to  pay  their  army,  than 
their  orators. 

I  cannot  omit  taking  notice  of  one  prudential 
reafon,  which  I  have  heard  frequently  urged 
againft  this  taxation  of  the  Colonies,  which  is  this: 
that  if  they  are  by  this  means  impoverifhed,  they 
will  be  unable  to  purchafe  our  manufactures,  and ' 
confequently  we  mall  lofe  that  trade,  from  which 
the  principal  benefit  which  we  receive  from  them 
mud  arife.  But  furely,  it  requires  but  little  faga^ 
city  to  fee  the  weaknefs  of  this  argument;  fox 
fliould  the  Colonies  raife  taxes  for  the  purpofes 
of  their  own  government  and  protection,  would 
the  money  fo  raifed  be  immediately  annihilated  ? 

What 
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What  fome  pay,  would  not  others  receive  ?  Would 
not  thofe  who  fo  receive  it,  ftand  in  need  of  as 
many  of  our  manufactures,  as  thofe  who  pay  ? 
Was  the  army  there  maintained  at  the  expence 
of  the  Americans,  would  the  foldiers  want  fewer 
coats,  hats,  fhirts,  or  fhoes,  than  at  prefent  ?  Had 
the  judges  falaries  afcertained  to  them,  would  they 
not  have  occafion  for  as  coftly  periwigs,  or  robes 
of  as  expenfive  fcarlet,  as  marks  of  their  legal 
abilities,  as  they  now  wear  in  their  prefent  (late 
of  dependency  ?  Or  had  their  governors  better 
incomes  fettled  on  them  for  obferving  their  in- 
ftruclions,  than  they  can  now  with  difficulty  ob- 
tain for  difobeying  them,  would  they  expend  lefs 
money  in  their  feveral  governments,  or  bring  home 
at  their  return  lefs  riches,  to  lay  out  in  the  manu- 
factories of  their  native  country  ? 

It  has  been  likewife  aflerted,  that  every  fhilling 
which  our  Colonies  can  raife  either  by  cultivation 
or  commerce,  finally  centers  in  this  country ;  and 
therefore  it  is  argued,  we  can  acquire  nothing  by 
their  taxation,  fince  we  can  have  no  more  than 
their  All  \  and  whether  this  comes  in  by  taxes  or 
by  trade,  the  confequence  is  the  fame.  But  al- 
lowing this  affertion  to  be  true,  which  it  is  not, 
yet  the  rcafoning  upon  it  is  glaringly  falfe :  for 
furely  it  is  not  the  fame,  whether  the  wealth  de- 
rived from  thefe  colonies  flows  immediately  into 
the  coffers  of  the  public,  or  into  the  pockets  of 

individuals, 
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individuals,  from  whence  it  muft  be  fqueezed  by 
various  domeftic  taxes  before  it  can  be  rendered  of 
any  fervice  to  the  nation  :  furely  it  is  by  no  means 
the  fame,  whether  this  money  brought  in  by  taxes 
enables  us  to  diminifh  part  of  that  enormous  debt 
contracted  by  the  laft  expenfive  war,  or  whether 
coming  in  by  trade  it  enables  the  merchant,  by- 
augmenting  his  influence  together  with  his  wealth, 
to  plunge  us  into  new  wars  and  new  debts  for  his 
private  advantage. 

From  what  has  been  here  faid,  I  think  that  not 
only  the  right  cf  the  Legiflature  of  Great-Britain 
to  impofe  taxes  on  her  Colonies,  not  only  the  ex- 
pediency, but  the  abfolute  necefiity  of  exercifing 
that  right  in  the  prefent  conjuncture,  has  been  fo 
clearly,  though  concifely  proved,  that  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  that  in  this  great  and  important  queftion, 
all  parties  and  factions,  or,  in  the  more  polite  and 
fafhionable  term,  all  connections,  will  mod  cor- 
dially unite  that  every  member  of  the  Britifh  Par- 
liament, whether  in  or  out  of  humour  with  ad- 
miniftration,  whether  he  has  been  turned  out 
becaufe  he  has  oppofed,  or  whether  he  oppofes 
becaufe  he  has  been  turned  out,  will  endeavour  to 
the  utmoft  of  his  power  to  fupport  this  meafure, 
A  meafure  which  muft  not  only  be  approved  by 
every  man,  who  has  any  property  or  common  fenfe, 
but  which  ought  to  be  required  by  every  Englilh 
fubject  of  an  Englifh  adminiftration. 
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